
The Romans

Knowledge Bank   (Year 3)

The Romans invasion of Britain
 To know the reasons why the Romans wanted to invade Britain (to gain access to resources, to expand the empire, for power, to use the Britons as 

slaves)
 To know how the British responded and fought back against the Roman army (the Romans were only successful on their third attempt, Boudicca’s 

uprising)
 To understand why the Roman army was so successful (well organised, highly trained, sophisticated armour, physically fit, formations to protect 

themselves, never giving up)
 To infer about life in Roman times from artefacts.
 To know how the Roman occupation changed life in Britain today (roads, plumbing, different foods, bath houses, education, laws, Latin, Christianity).

Vocabulary Definition
Empire A group of countries ruled by one ruler or state
Invasion Entering a country as an enemy
Conquer To win
Legionary Experienced soldier
Centurion Advanced soldier
Milite Basic soldier
Cavalry Soldiers on horseback
Formation The way soldiers organised themselves to fight
Artefact A man made object of interest from the past
Archaeologist Someone who uncovers artefacts at historical sites
Historian A person who studies the past using different sources and then helps us to understand 

by writing books or articles
Primary source Information which dates back to the time being studied e.g. an article or artefact
Secondary source A book or articles which takes information from primary sources to help us understand 

history




