
Phonics Screening 

Check ðYear 1



Overview

u Phonics vocab

u Screening test details

u How you can help at home



What are all these things?!

u Phonemes ðsounds (e.g. oi)

u Graphemes - letters that we use to represent those sounds (e.g. o and i)

u Digraphs : 2 letters that make 1 sound ( oa /oi/ ew /aw/ay)

u Split digraphs: 2 letters that make one sound, split by another sound (e.g. i-e in 

bike/o -e in phone)

u Sound buttons: the way we identify the sounds in words when reading (dots/lines)





So far in Class 2é



Phonics Screening Check: when, 

who, why?

uTests whether children have acquired phonic 

decoding and blending skills to expected 

standard

uWeek beginning 13 th June 2016

uAll children in Year 1 (Class 2) and Year 2s who 

did not meet required standard



Phonics Screening Check: what?

u Includes 40 words: 20 real words and 20 alien words (pseudo words) 

to read

u Words involve all sounds to phase 5 + words of more than 1 syllable

u Children read 1 -1 with teacher 

u No time limit (usually approximately 10 -15mins per child)

u Alien words: 

- check reading skills for words not encountered before

- Displayed with picture of alien to show that it is not a real word





Reporting to Parents

u Reported by end of year

u Children who ôdo not meet required standardsõ will be given more 

support next year and retake test in Year 2 

u North Yorkshire Results 2015 ð73% pupils met required standard



Helping at home

u Let your child see you enjoy reading yourself. They are influenced by 

what you do! 

u Make time for your child to read their school book to you 

u With all books, encourage your child to ôsound outõ unfamiliar words 

and then ôblendõ from left to right rather than looking at pictures to 

guess

u Support your child to play online games to practise their skills 

(phonicsplay.com/letters -and -sounds.com)

u Support your child to use their ôsound matõ to recognise the different 

ways we can write down each sound

u Read the Teacher -Parent Liaison information each week ðthis gives 

details of the phonemes we are learning each week 


